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A Study of self-healing element inherent in the needlework from a feminist artist.

- Focused on the Louise Bourgeois’s works -
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Abstract

There are many patterns of needleworks, for
instance, embroidery and patching designs, that are used
in common practice such on clothes. Today, innumerable
needlework has been expanded its definition by applying
on a piece of paper, canvas, fabric, and vinyl that allows
modern artists’ extend their innovative creations.

This paper analyzes on how to express one’s feelings
through needleworks by reflecting on art works by two
feminist artists Kim Soo-Ja and Annette Messager. This
paper is concentrated on observing needlework being not
only as a piece of art work but aso being used as
self-healing factors in Louise Bourgeois's art works.

As she mentioned, needlework is a symbol of
"healing", the needle is not just a matter of "restoration".
But also it is used as a messenger that links the past and the
presence, thus, needle is a symbolic tool to convey hope.
One of the greatest artists today, Louise Bourgeois,
defines art as 'My psychological healing process. In
ancther words, art is the power of self-healing with support
of catharsis and self awareness that reflects on one's life.
In sum, people start to recognize the importance of creative
art programs in art therapy.

However, due to lack of researches on self-healing
factors in artists’ art work process, the further studies
are ultimately necessary.
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