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A Study of social correspondence in Korean contemporary ceramic arts
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Abstract

This thesis starts from a viewpoint that a creation of
artworks is  somewhat connected with  the
representation of social aspects, and tries to explain
such a relationship through the Korea Contemporary
Ceramic Arts according to the modernization of
society since the liberation.

Contemporary Ceramic Arts in Korea, as a rule, can

be divided into ceramic livingware and ceramic as
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expression, that is, artwork. The former is based on
the practicality that is the essence of ceramic art, and
the latter was settled under the influence both
Minimalism in
Contemporary Art. The one is a product of the

Abstract-Expressionism and

capitalistic system, on the other hand, the other is a
symbol of that.

This study is concerned with the latter, and so tries
to reveal how the social phenomena have an effect on
the symbol of art and what is the relationship
between the social structure and it. This thesis,
therefore, is focused on a subject of both the social
structure and the structure of artwork. In this case,
the premise is that the structure of artwork is
correlated with the social structure, corresponds to it,
and has homology with it.

Founded on this premise, it is considered that what is
between  the

the homology and relationship

Contemporary ~ Ceramic  Arts and the social
characteristic of modernization in Korea, which is the
capitalistic modernization, or restraint and concealment
derived from the autocracy of economic development.
This approach suggests such a wide comprehension
of Korea Contemporary ceramic art as social subject
for discussion, as well aesthetic contemplation of it.
For this, first such theories as iconology by Erwin
Panofsky, socialization of art by Jean Duvignaud, and
study on modern novel by Lucien Goldmann are
accepted. They are necessary to understand the
correlation between production of artwork and social
structure. Secondly the theory of modernization by
Jurgen Habermas is accepted. This is valid to
demonstrate the influence of mutuality. Especially, his
theory of communicative rationality is adopted to
search for a way of developing the Contemporary
ceramic art in Korea henceforth.

The formation and development of modern ceramic
art in Korea shows experimental and progressive
aspects seeking for a new visual language, in
correspondence with the social structure as restraint
and concealment. The modernization in Korea brought
about restraints of value and activity of an individual,
through the internalization of political suppression,

though it gradually acquired the riches of material

and political freedom. Therefore, it is represented as
the autocracy of economic development in addition to
the will to political freedom. In the development of
Korea Contemporary Ceramic Arts, these social
conditions were expressed as structural restraints,
which turned the entire control of society into that of
an individual, namely, creator. This caused a mere
tendency that pursued the beauty of support-surface
without any social utterance in art.

These features present an estrangement between art
and society, which forms a striking contrast to the
social function of art such as an arrangement of
structure of mutual communication and the pursuit of
variety of it. Contemporary Ceramic Arts as an
artistic expression, in result, would be remained in
the closed flow.

On this account, this thesis tries to suggest a scheme
that Contemporary Ceramic Arts could develop
according to the correlation with everyday life and
social conditions, improving that closed flow.

In conclusion, two respects are asserted, such as not
only in reinforcement of social function, but in
practicality and utility of the essence of ceramic art
according to the value of both beauty and use. To be
concrete, they are as follows. first, modern ceramic
art in Korea must promote an integrated aspect free
from a strict division between arts and crafts, which
is practical and contribute to our emotion and thought
as well.

Second, it must form a new significance against the
concept of classification of work and limitaion of
material, through an renovational experiment of genre.
Third, there is the task of the times that must
develop the fruit of Contemporary Ceramic Arts more,
consolidating and modifying the established realm of
arts and crafts.
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